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Minutes 
Architectural Review Board  

Village /Town of Mount Kisco  
Wednesday, April 15, 2015 

7:30 pm 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM, Wednesday, April 15, 2015 at the Municipal 
Building, Mount Kisco, New York by Chairman MacDonald.   
 
Members Present:  Chairman James MacDonald 

Kenneth Brettschneider 
    Andrea Eisenberg 
    Joshua Heinz     

Tatiana Olferiev 
     
Members Absent:  None 
 
Staff Present:  John Landi, Building Inspector 
     
Staff Absent:  None 
 
 
Returning Cases: 
 
None 
 
 
New Cases: 
 
1. Mount Kisco Diner     Case #ARB15-10 
 252 Main Street     Ground Sign 
 Mount Kisco, NY  10549 
 
Chairman MacDonald called The Mount Kisco Diner.  Frank Georgiou, owner of the diner, 
and his daughter, Despina Georgiou, along with Lou DiLeo, architect, appeared before the 
Board. 
 
Mr. DiLeo explained that they are before the Board for several signs this evening. They are 
replacing the existing pole sign with a cedar structure with a banner sign.  The letters are 
carved.  He showed the Board a sketch.  It is a trellis-like structure, meant to look garden 
like.  Mrs. Georgiou is very involved in the landscaping and they carried the theme through 
to the sign.  The colors will be white letters on a gray background with yellow logo to match 
the sign on the building. In addition, they are proposing new directional signs: enter, exit 
and a third sign with an arrow that will be mounted in the parking lot to direct patrons to 
the exit.  They are all carved, banner-like signs, on steel tubing frames with straps with 
through bolts holding them in place. 
 
Chairman MacDonald said he remembered there was an issue with the height of the original 
ground sign and he presumes this sign is compliant.  He asked if the finish on the trellis will 
match the trellis on the front of the building.  Mr. DiLeo said this one would be preserved.  
Andrea Eisenberg asked if the lettering would be on one side only.  Mr. DiLeo said it is a 
double sided sign.  Chairman MacDonald asked about lighting for the sign.  Mr. DiLeo said 
they are proposing up-lighting shining up to both sides of the sign. 
 
Chairman MacDonald asked Mr. DiLeo to take them through the way-finding signage.  Mr. 
DiLeo showed examples.  The signs are double-sided carved signs with white letters bolted 
to black frames.  Chairman MacDonald asked how high these signs are.  He said the frames 
are 36” high.  Andrea Eisenberg asked if the trellis sign was affixed to the trellis.  Mr. DiLeo 
said it was affixed.  Chairman MacDonald asked if the brackets were black.  Mr. DiLeo said 
all the metal is all galvanized steel painted black.  Josh Hines asked if there was any reason 
why the bases were concrete as opposed to stone veneer.  Mr. DiLeo said it’s too small for 
stone veneer.  They did think about using granite but using pieces doesn’t quite work. 
 
Andrea Eisenberg asked about the location of the ground sign and enter sign with 
relationship to the Valvoline sign next door.  Mr. DiLeo said they have a lit pole sign that is 
further back from these signs.  He pointed out the location of these two signs on the 
submitted plan.  Tatiana Olferiev asked about the existing flagpole.  Mr. DiLeo said they are 
relocating the flag pole for the new ground sign.  Tatiana Olferiev asked if the flagpole 
would be aligned with any architectural feature.  Mr. DiLeo said it would be aligned with the 
new ground sign.  Josh Hines said he would like to see a stone veneer on the base of the 
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sign.  Mr. DiLeo reiterated that the base was too small but it would have a nice finish to it 
and there would be ground planting to help cover it up. 
 
MOTION: 
 
Ken Brettschneider made a motion to accept the signage as proposed for the 
Mount Kisco Diner.  Chairman MacDonald seconded the motion.  All ayes.  
  
2. Girly Beauty Supply    Case #ARB15-11 
 237 Main Street     Awning    
 Mount Kisco, NY  10549     
 
Chairman MacDonald called 237 Main Street.  Cynthia Avila, owner, and Martin appeared 
before the Board.   
 
Ms. Avila explained she would like to put an awning outside of the store to help block the 
sun and also to give a different look to the building.  She showed the Board the drawing of 
the proposed retractable awning and said it would be 8’ from the ground the bottom of the 
awning and can open up to 7’ and it spans 10.5’ across the storefront.  She said the frame 
of the awning will be black.  Ms. Avila said they showed the awning to the landlord, who 
wants it to be black. 
 
Chairman MacDonald asked if there was a picture of the entire building and how many 
storefronts there are.  Ms. Avila said she didn’t have a photo of the building.  They are 
located across from the diner and there are four storefronts in two buildings.  This would be 
the first awning for any of the storefronts.  She said the store where she is located had an 
awning at one time because the frame is still there.  However it’s too rusted and cannot be 
used.  Andrea Eisenberg asked if the awning would have fabric on the sides.  Ms. Avila said 
it would not. 
 
There was discussion about the frame mechanism for the awning being visible along the 
bottom face of the awing.  Ms. Avila said there would be material covering the frame along 
the front.  Chairman MacDonald suggested a 4” valance along the front to cover the frame.  
Tatiana Olferiev asked if the brackets would have a black finish.  Ms. Avila said the frame 
would be black.  Chairman MacDonald asked to see a sample of the vinyl material as there 
are different weights and to provide an option of fabric as well.  Chairman MacDonald said 
the Board would like the sides of the awning to align with the storefront.  Ken 
Brettschneider added that the sign should be centered above. 
 
MOTION: 
 
Andrea Eisenberg made a motion to approve the proposal on the condition that the 
frame is black with a 4” valance straight across the front to cover the mechanism 
and to supply a sample of the material for the awning and that the sides of the 
awning align with the storefront and sign centered.  Ken Brettschneider seconded 
the motion. All ayes. 
 
3. So. Moger LLC     Case #ARB15-12 
 12-20 So. Moger Avenue    Storefront Fascia  
 Mount Kisco, NY  10549     
 
Chairman MacDonald called So. Moger LLC.  Marc LaPointe, architect for Friedland 
Properties appeared before the Board. 
 
Building Inspector, John Landi, explained to the Board that this property is before the 
Planning Board for site plan approval.  The Planning Board is concerned about the dated 
appearance of a couple of the tenants in the building and would like to see some updates 
made to the façade.  They would like to see the brick carried all the way across; they would 
like to see the façade panels for Subway and Rose Garden be dropped lower for a tiered 
affect; they’d like to see the signage be of all the same type of material and the pillars need 
to be cleaned up.  He said they don’t want to see a strip mall look but they don’t want to 
see mishmash either. 
 
Mr. LaPointe explained that he hired Insite Engineering to prepare a site plan for this 
property and they submitted conceptual drawings to the Planning Board about 6 weeks ago.  
The Planning Board had indicated that that Subway and The Rose Garden looked old.  He 
said he contacted the tenants.  He told Subway that their awning looks old and let’s take it 
down and put in signage like UBREAKIFIX, which is what the Comprehensive Sign Package 
calls for.  He said he also spoke to Rose Garden, who is a bit reluctant.  He told her that 
Friedland would take down the awning and make the fascia similar to Subway.  In 
anticipation, he said he had the fascia painted at Subway. 
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Chairman MacDonald asked if this is one building.  Mr. LaPointe explained that over time is 
has become one building.  There were several buildings all on one lot.  This property wraps 
around from Rose Garden on South Moger to businesses located on Kirby Plaza.  Mr. 
LaPointe said he prepared a quick diagram to present to the Board where the fascia panels 
mimic People’s Bank.  He was anxious to present this because they need to get their site 
plan approved by the Planning Board or the new restaurant, The Turk, will not be able to 
open.   Mr. LaPointe showed his rendering of the new façade changes to the Board.  
Chairman MacDonald said he feels that the proposal is half way there.  He asked why not 
carry the brick through and parapet through and have all the storefronts work as one 
building.  He said he’s thinking of the Bank of America building or Starbucks – even though 
there is variety, it feels like one cohesive fabric to it.  He added he thinks what the Planning 
Board is bringing up are valuable points to the community and the property and this change 
will bring more to life with the rest of the work going on in the area. 
 
Mr. LaPointe said he thought he was satisfying the Planning Board with original feedback 
they had given him.  With respect to People’s Bank, their storefront is their brand.  
Chairman MacDonald said he doesn’t read the building as People’s Bank alone.  Andrea 
Eisenberg said she feels that People’s Bank is diminished by the proposed changes.  Mr. 
LaPointe said he is doing this at the request of the Planning Board.  From an architectural 
perspective, he feels that the best thing would be if he were to lease to new tenants, they 
could create a whimsical look for their boutique storefronts; that is what a downtown 
streetscape should be.  He said Rose Garden is on a month to month lease.  Tatiana Olferiev 
said she agrees with the façade update and added that the gooseneck lights should all be at 
one level. 
 
Ken Brettschneider said that the Rose Garden has to be updated as it’s a bit out of touch.  
He feels visually you do see this as one building.  Mr. LaPointe said there are limitations as 
to what landlords can force on tenants.  Building Inspector Landi said the Planning Board 
was concerned about waiting for new tenants and pushing these changes down the road.  
They would prefer to hold the property owner’s feet to the fire and get this going. 
 
Josh Hines said he agrees that continuing the brick across the front of the building gives a 
more homogenous look and he doesn’t think each business will lose their branding.  Andrea 
Eisenberg said she understands the intent but for her it’s difficult to have so much brick.  
Her preference would be to clean up and modernize what Subway and Rose Garden have 
and let them have their own personality, not leave them alone.  Chairman MacDonald said 
his eye goes to UBREAKIFIX.  He said he’s willing to break this apart and consider options 
but they will have to come back and present them. This could drag on.  He added what’s 
proposed is not working.  He told Mr. LaPointe that the can vote or he can come back and 
propose individual designs and come back for review next month. 
 
Mr. LaPointe said his objective is to do the right thing.  He said with regard to the brick, 
People’s Bank created this look.  If they are lucky to get a national brand, they would come 
in and rip this down and create a new look.  Chairman MacDonald said there are so many 
hypotheticals.  He said what’s here doesn’t work for the Board, it’s between two worlds.  Mr. 
LaPointe said the white fascia comes down to the top of the brick, as do the vertical board 
facades behind the awnings and then they step back a bit.  Chairman MacDonald said the 
Board is strongly in favor of carrying the brick across the front.  Mr. LaPointe said his 
concern is by using brick, there could be structural modification issues for the tenants.  Josh 
Hines suggested that they use brick veneer rather than full brick under the fascia panels.  
Mr. LaPointe said he is proposing new panels for Subway and Rose Garden that match the 
other panels on the building.  He will either remove the existing panels or use them as 
backing for the new panels, not knowing what’s behind them. He said it was a strong 
direction to add the brick veneer across all the storefronts. Building Inspector Landi said the 
Planning Board was looking for a tiered look with the fascia panel having them step down 
from the center.  In addition, the columns need to be cleaned up.  
 
MOTION: 
 
Chairman MacDonald made a motion, subject to the submission of a revised 
rendering that we accept the continuation of brick veneer across the facades of 
the 2 side tenants and replacement with current façade patterns and that they 
sustain similar height and materials.  Andrea Eisenberg seconded the motion.  All 
Ayes.   
 
 
Correspondence: 
 
None 
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Minutes: 
 
February 18, 2015 
 
Tatiana Olferiev made a motion to approve the minutes of February 18, 2015.   
Josh Hines seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 
March 18, 2015 
 
Tatiana Olferiev made a motion to approve the minutes of March 18, 2015.  Ken 
Brettschneider seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jim MacDonald 
Chairman 
 
/pat 


